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latter would be ruined. In this plight the Ministry
of Finance bethought itself of an ingenious expedient.
Any one conversant with Egyptian customs is aware
that all fellahin invest part of their savings in the
purchase of jewellery for their womankind. It
occurred then to some subtle mind in the Ministry
that advantage might be taken of this universal habit,
and branch Assay Offices accordingly were opened
throughout the country. At them the fellahin were
invited to attend and to exchange worked gold for
bank-notes. The temptation to a male to pay his
obligations by the simple procedure of despoiling the
harim of their ornaments was insidiously attractive;
indeed irresistible when the Ministry of Finance
announced its readiness to accept such ornaments to
the value of double the sum due on account of the
Land Tax. Thus both parties were satisfied. The
Treasury got its dues, and the fellah paid vicariously
by selling the trinkets of his wife. The only persons
who might feel aggrieved were the women. Their
most cherished possessions were irretrievably gone ;
and in many a remote hamlet to this day the other
sex still mourn the loss of their gold, and curse the
Government which robbed them of it.

Many who had applauded the bold and intelligent
treatment of the critical commercial situation during
the months of August and September regretted that
the Government did not display equal courage in
confronting its own difficulties. The financial situa-
tion of the State at the close of October certainly
was depressing. There was still some doubt whether
the Land Tax would be collected in full, and there
was additional cause for anxiety in a general decline of
receipts from other sources of revenue. In. the. case
of some Departments, such as the State .Railways, the
decrease was met by raising the existing rates; but
that remedy was not applicable to others, such as the